
Choosing the Correct Specification Systems  

Whether you’re working on a new building or a repainting job, specifications can make or break a project. When 
specifications are clear, detailed, and relevant, everyone from contractors to property owners will be on the same 
page. It also keeps budget and performance aligned and helps prevent costly mistakes and miscalculations.  

Whether the specifications are written by architects, specifiers, or inspectors, getting the specifications right the first 
time can keep a project on time and on budget. Here are the steps to make sure you choose the right specification 
systems, and a new MPI tool that makes the job easier.  

Choosing an Architectural System There are specific steps to consider when writing specifications for new 
construction and architectural coatings:  

• Determine if the project is interior or exterior, this influences resistance requirements. 

• Identify the substrate, this is essential for determining compatibilities and performance levels.  

• Note the type and level of surface preparation needed to ensure adhesion. 

• Decide upon finish type, depending on the desired aesthetics and durability required. 

• Evaluate environmental conditions of the surrounding area and whether special products or application 
methods are needed. 

• Choose a gloss level that will meet the desired visual and maintenance outcomes. 

• Consider available performance levels and green requirements. 

• Choose appropriate products from the Approved Product List (APL).  

Choosing a Repaint System There are a couple of extra steps with a repaint system because you’ll be working with 
existing coatings:  

• Look for any defects in the surface and evaluate possible causes and remediation.  

• Determine the degree of surface degradation (DSD level).  

• Review the MPI Repainting Surface Preparation (MPI RSP) standards required.  

To make specifications easier, the MPI Decision Tree tool easily walks you through the process. Once you’ve input 
the project details and made your choices, you’ll instantly receive a list of chosen systems and their MPI APL 
numbers, so you can easily locate what you need.  

For repaint or restoration projects, the Decision Tree will also guide you through DSD levels and severity and their 
corresponding MPI Repainting Surface Preparation Standards.  

 

MPI Training Pass results 

 
 

Congratulations to the Latest MPI Certified Students 

https://mpi.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0269c709781d5229de7ebc25d&id=4d52fe3a50&e=47a92f320f
https://mpi.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0269c709781d5229de7ebc25d&id=3bf04ddcc7&e=47a92f320f


 

Essentials of Paint and Painting Technology  

• Bhawani Dahal, Benjamin Moore 

• Runette S. Villaroza, Davies Paints 

• Richard McCalla, Harris Paints 

• Eduardo Delafuente, Davies Paints 

• Irma Pietojo, Behr 

• Andrew Scotland, Albec Canada 

• Robert Kolloen, Exterior Paints 

• Jeff Bland, Eternal Performance inc  

• Nigel Dodson, Harris Paints 

• Sheldon Nicholas, Harris Paints 

• Leslie Warner, Harris Paints 

• Daniel Grosfield 

• Orlando Jimenez, Benjamin Moore 

• Caitlin Radlein, Benjamin Moore 

• Theo Walker, John W. Egan Company 

• Jonathan Chandler, Harris Paints 

• Carl Ageday, Harris Paints 

• Jonas Jones, Benjamin Moore 

• Ashley Graham, Harris Paints 

• Dwayne Mullings, Harris Paints 

• Joseph Call, Benjamin Moore 

Architectural Painting Specification  

• Ashley Blevins, Benjamin Moore 

• Jeff Bland, Eternal Performance inc 

• Brendan Breen, Benjamin Moore 

• Marlena Jackson, Benjamin Moore 

• Ashley Ditmar, Renfrew County District School Board 

• Andrew Badgett 

• Darin Kimbrough, Benjamin Moore 

• Toby Hall, Benjamin Moore 

• Paul Ostrowski, Benjamin Moore 

• Adam Nagle, Benjamin Moore 

Maintenance Repainting Specification.  

• Jeff Bland, Eternal Performance inc 

• Jon Paul, Benjamin Moore 

• Scott Kuperman, PaintPlatoon 

• Brennon Lake, Benjamin Moore 

• Nina McMenamin, Benjamin Moore 

• Blair Barrows, Benjamin Moore 

• Brown Mark, Benjamin Moore 

• Taylor Horner, Benjamin Moore 

Level 4 Paint Quality Assurance .  

• Jeremy Oconnor, Paint Platoon USA Co. 

https://mpi.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0269c709781d5229de7ebc25d&id=127dbe3a9a&e=47a92f320f
https://mpi.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0269c709781d5229de7ebc25d&id=016ec665ef&e=47a92f320f
https://mpi.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0269c709781d5229de7ebc25d&id=bcd43c3e81&e=47a92f320f
https://mpi.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0269c709781d5229de7ebc25d&id=39559f654b&e=47a92f320f


 
 

 
 

Professional Tip  

The MPI APL is the industry standard for finding the right product to fit the job. Use 
the “Product Sort by Type” button at the top of the website to quickly browse 
interior and exterior products, including water-based, solvent-based, primers, and 
topcoats. It’s an easy way to find products when the APL number isn’t known. 

https://mpi.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0269c709781d5229de7ebc25d&id=dafd8badee&e=47a92f320f

